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On the Differences Between
“zhidian” and “zhizhidiandian”

Zhu Jinlan

[Abstract] “zhidian” and “zhizhidiandian” are two different words, but no Chinese
dictionary contains any entry of “zhizhidiandian”. The original semantic meanings of these two
words are both “to point out with one’s finger”. But the original meaning of “zhidian” and it’s
another meaning “to comment on, to criticize” have been narrowed down and even semantically
deviated; now its key meaning is “to advice, to give direction”. Besides the mentioned original
meaning, another important meaning of “zhizhididndian” is “to talk behind someone, to gossip
about one's faults”. The reduplication of “zhidian” should be “zhidiinzhidian”, which can take an
object, while “zhizhidizndian” cannot. Its object can only be introduced by a preposition, like
“dui” or “chao”.
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