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The Arrangement of Characters in Yii-yen Tzt-€érh Chi
and Its Inspiration

Yang Xueli

[Abstract] How to handle the relationship between characters and words is a question that
can not be avoided in compiling TCSL textbooks. Yii-yen Tzua-erh Chi, written by Thomas
Francis Wade in the 19th century, may inspire us today about how to deal with characters. The
book first puts the radicals as an entry point for learning words while introducing the radicals’
functions; then it teaches characters and a few scattered words composed by these characters in
several chapters. Only until the time when dialogues are learned, then the characters are listed in
the form of vocabulary after the texts. However, the author seemed to be unaware of whether
these words are monosyllabic words or components of a morpheme. He just gave instructions
sometimes in English comments that some words are often used in combinations. This transition
from characters to words in a natural way is worthy of learning from today.
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